
The Courtyard Nursery – CURRICULUM STATEMENT 

                                                                                                             
We follow The Development Matters in the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) which 

set the standards for learning, development and care for children from birth to five. 

These are divided into four broad areas; A Unique Child, Positive Relationships, Enabling 

Environments, Learning and Development. 

 

We have a strong philosophy of play and we encourage child initiated learning. Children 

are enabled to follow and develop their own interests and abilities as much as possible. 
The staff observe the children in their play and plan future activities in order to extend 

and further develop their learning experiences. There is a balance between child-

initiated and adult-initiated activities with the emphasis being on child-initiated learning. 

This balance shifts gradually during a child’s time in EYFS so that by the time they enter 

Year 1 they are prepared for more teacher-led activities and learning. We use a topic 

based approach and each term a theme is planned through a general overview of 

suggested activities and learning experiences, but we let the children choose and/or 

influence the direction it might take. We also include seasonal activities and festivals as 

they occur during the year as well as celebrating the children’s personal milestones or 

family/school events.  

 

We strongly believe in equality of opportunity and make activities accessible and 

available to all the children. We also encourage free flow play between our indoor and 

outdoor classrooms so that the children can access the curriculum in a variety of ways 

and to suit different learning styles. Further details can be found in our Inclusion and 

Equality and Diversity policies. 

 

 

We observe and record children’s progress through using Learning Journeys. To do this 

we use 2Build a Profile, an online resource for which we use iPads to conduct 

observations. These are then stored on a secure web suite and each child’s profile is 

printed off on a regular basis to put into their folders. We also include ‘sticky label’ 

quick observations and examples of the children’s work. Observations are included from 

all staff and we welcome contributions from parents and carers. The children are 

encouraged to become aware of their own learning by suggesting what they would like 

to put in their Learning Journey.  These documents are always available for both parents 

and children to look at and share.  
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