
Dear Parents of boarders, 

 

As you are aware, the situation in the UK with regard COVID-19 is dynamic and changing 

daily. The latest advice from the Government on social distancing and self-isolation for 14 

days has put the School in a very difficult position. We have continually tried to follow 

Government advice in dealing with the spread of COVID-19, but we now have some 

contradictory and conflicting messages to deal with. We have some real concerns about 

the following: 

 

• Schools being asked to close in the next few days seeming a real possibility 

• Flights reduced to a minimum, with talk of airlines and airports closing shortly 

• Countries around the world closing their borders and issuing strict entry requirements  

• The need for boarders to self-isolate for 14 days thus taking them into the Easter 

holidays at a time when the school is closed (This problem is intensified if the school is 

forced to close sooner) 

• As a boarding house is viewed as a ‘household’, the need for all boarders within the 

house to isolate for 14 days if another pupil develops symptoms 

• An increasing number of staff self-isolating for precautionary reasons, thus making 

supervision problematic 

 

It is for these reasons that we have taken the very difficult decision to suspend 

the boarding provision at Warminster as of 17:00 on Friday 20th March. We would 

also strongly recommend that those travelling overseas expedite their plans so as to 

return home as soon as possible, but no later than Friday 20th. As it stands the school will 

remain open to Day pupils and therefore if any families live within reach of the school, we 

request that you continue to attend (There are spaces on certain bus routes if that is 

helpful). 

 

As Mark Sully wrote to all parents yesterday, our continuity of education provision has 

started in earnest and all lessons will now also be delivered via Firefly. We are also looking 

into ways of keeping certain community aspects of our offer going, through filmed 

assemblies and tutor contact with pupils. 

 

I know this will be disruptive to some families, but I feel that the possible outcomes as 

outlined above could be much worse. Our boarding population is the beating heart of the 

school and so this decision has not been taken lightly, nor without the health and welfare 

of our pupils and staff being paramount. 

 

If you have any concerns or queries with the contents of this letter please do not hesitate 

to contact Sarah Shanks, Head of Boarding, on sshanks@warminsterschool.org.uk or your 

son/daughter’s house staff. 

 

Kind regards 

 

Matt Williams 

Headmaster 

mailto:sshanks@warminsterschool.org.uk

