
 
 

 

 

 

Sports Report 

 

Rugby 

 

With a total of 48 fixtures being played this term, it has been one of promise for the future and hard work 

paying off. Unfortunately, we have lost a number of games to the wet weather, with New Fields resembling 

a swimming pool at times rather than rugby pitches. Across the board results have seen an 8% improvement 

from last year, and we have seen some superb rugby from some of our teams.  

 

The 1st XV, having not won five games over the past five years, started superbly against a physical Milton 

Abbey, they then backed this up in the next four games and going into half term remained undefeated in 

their block fixtures, beating Wells Cathedral, Melksham Oak, Bryanston B and Bristol Cathedral School. This 

was a superb effort from the boys and thoroughly deserved. Having picked up a couple of key injuries, the 

1st XV struggled to get back into the flow after half term, with losses against Clayesmore, Dauntsey’s in the 

third round of the National Cup and Mount Kelly. A really outstanding effort by all the boys, with special 

mentions to Robbie Maclean, who has led the team superbly as captain, even when out with injury, Jasper 

Spandler for his sheer power and ball carrying to be second leading try scorer and Sam Boughton who took 

over the on-field captaincy and ended up the leading try scorer, even though he could have scored at least 

four more if only he could kick. 

 

Our U13 team have also been shining brightly this term and they remained undefeated until the very last 

game of the season when they came up against a strong Clayesmore team. Big wins against the likes of 

Hampshire Collegiate (65-0) and Wells Cathedral (58-20) set the tone for the season. The team have worked 
tirelessly to improve and this has been demonstrated in every game where they have gotten better and 

better. The team spirit has been outstanding and the leadership from Toby Reynold was brilliant, and 

consistent performances from Conrad Andersen, Edward Candy, Theo Taylor and Cameron Silva. 

 

Our U12 team have progressed well through the term, having never played together before.  Two wins 

against Kingdown and Mount Kelly were the highlights, and they show real promise as we go forward. The 

U14s started superbly, hammering Milton Abbey 44-10, but couldn’t quite find the winning feeling, with some 

good rugby played but narrowly losing. Our U15s have had a tough season, but the passion, effort and 

enthusiasm shown by the boys has been superb. A team with potential going forward, Mr Moxham has been 

impressed with all the boys who have played. Alex Hunter has led superbly as captain, with other star 

performances from Rory Stock, Will Robinson and Max Curnock to name but a few. The U16s showed real 

progress as the season went on. Although a tough year for our U16s, they have continued to work hard and 

showed real improvement throughout the course of this term. They have a strong team bond and always 

gave 100% for each other. Ed Vickery has led them superbly and should be proud of all the boys that 

represented the team this year. 

 

Congratulations must go to Jasper Spandler, Oscar Bourne, Theo Fitz-Johnson and Ben Cook, who have all 

been selected for the Dorset & Wilts U16 County rugby squads. This is the most county players in an 

individual year group the School has had for some time. Include Robbie Maclean and his selection at U18 

level, and this is fantastic for the pupils involved and the School.  

 

Thank you to all the pupils, coaches, staff, support staff and parents for making the term amazing. 

 

Tim Watts, Director of Sport 

 

 

 



 

 
 

Girls’ Hockey  

Coaching hockey to Warminster School girls is an honour and privilege, never a chore. The girls have come 

a long way over five years, playing new Schools that in the past Warminster would have never thought of 

playing or could not come close to competing with. The hockey programme is put in place to challenge and 

excite our teams; to create an environment where everyone can learn. The majority of coaching and tactics 

is player led, which shows the knowledge, willingness and quality of our girls. 

 

The 1st XI girls had a strong set of fixtures. The final statistics do not say enough about how the girls played 

and the positive comments from other teams.  Won 3 / Drew 1 / Lost 4 

 

Every member of the squad was hurt and frustrated after each loss. After one of the defeats the opponents 

coaches said, ‘a pity the team that played the better hockey, lost’. 

 

The season ended with a brand new fixture against Beechen Cliff, a very strong sports school in Bath. The 

2-2 draw, possibly the toughest match of the season summed up the girls desire and resilience, coming from 

2-0 down. 

 

Thank you to Hattie Dunn who has led the squad superbly for two years, followed by her honest match 

reports every week. The departing Upper 6th girls will be greatly missed. 

 

The U16 girls played 2 matches (won both) and won the Ballard tournament. The girls beat St Mary’s 

Shaftesbury U18s, 3-0, and beat Marlborough U16B, 9-3; we will most definitely be playing Marlborough like 

for like next season (that will teach them). In the Ballard U16 tournament the girls won every match, they 

were dominant in all areas. Our GK only touched the ball twice all day, with no goals conceded. The Ballard 

Head was called out to come and watch our girls as they were hearing a lot of very good stuff about us. This 

is a strong group of girls who will do very well in the future. 
 

The U14 girls had some of the hardest fixtures. This was their first season of playing 11-a-side on a full size 

pitch. They have come a long way. The girls won 3, drew 3 and lost 2. One of the games they drew was 

against the Bruton School for girls U15A team. U14 coach, Miss Pip Goodson, has developed this group of 

girls very well. She has been delighted by how they have gelled. 

 

In the Lower School, our U13 and U12 teams have had a heavy block of fixtures against a lot of larger, and 

potentially more talented hockey Schools. We are now in that mix match and competing with the likes of 

Dauntseys, Millfield, Sherborne, and Wells.  These Schools, and more, will now be regular fixtures and we 

will look to expand the quality of opposition. All the Year 7 and 8 girls, A to C teams, are a delight to watch. 

They play with flair, ambition and are fearless to take players on. There is a large pool of talented athletes 

that excites the PE & Games Department for the future. Watch this space! Thank you to all the captains for 

their leadership skills and match reports.  

 

Finally the U15 girls; undefeated for the second year in a row. This does not tell their full achievement; three 

of their opponents were U18 teams. One of their best results, but worst performances, was beating Monkton 

3-2. The week before Monkton had won the Avon County tournament (a strong group of strong schools). 

 

Within this group of talent Anna Payne and Alice Thornton are in the England Hockey Performance Centre, 

a talented programme for future Internationals. Anna Payne is now confirmed in the England U16 squad - a 

year young. Other Warminster girls will also reach these heights of achievement. 

 

Jeremy Evans, a proud Head of Hockey 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 

Badminton 

 

It has been a very interesting term for badminton.  

 

We have started a mixed adult and pupil team in the local adult badminton league, inspired by the Warminster 

School Smashers netball teams. So far, we are yet to win a single game, let alone a match but we are improving 

all the time and most importantly, the pupils, staff and parents playing are enjoying competing and stretching 

themselves. I hope to be able to report on some better results soon.  

 

Finally, we ended the term on an all-time high. We entered a Key Stage 3 girls team into the West Wiltshire 

schools badminton tournament, held at the Sports Plaza, Centerparcs. We played against six other schools, 

finishing second overall. The girls played really well, and displayed all the qualities you would hope to see 

such as determination, resilience, tactical awareness, strength and fitness. This was the best badminton 

performance I have witnessed in my time at Warminster School.  

 

Adam Jacob, Badminton Coach 


