
SEN INFORMATION REPORT FOR WARMINSTER SCHOOL WEBSITE 

  

1. The kinds of special educational needs for which provision is made at the school.  

 

Our school is a mainstream school welcoming children with special educational needs and disabilities. 

Warminster School caters for pupils with mild specific learning difficulties. Our aim is to differentiate 

our teaching in order to be responsive to the continuum of individual children’s learning needs so that 

they can progress. We aim to support children’s learning through flexibly arranging teacher-pupil 

groups, pupil peer support and focusing the involvement of learning support assistants.  

 

2. The School’s policies for the identification and assessment of pupils with special educational needs.  

 

The Acting Head of the Learning Support Department in the senior school is:  

Miss Sandra Hopkins 

shopkins@warminsterschool.org.uk  

01985 210126  

 

All pupils are given assessments in spelling, reading and comprehension, mathematical ability as well as 

computerised cognitive ability tests (MidYis) on entering the school. These assessments as well as 

analysis of examination results, parental concerns, staff referrals and information passed from previous 

schools enable us to identify those children who may need additional learning support. Further 

assessments either in school or from outside professionals are then carried out in consultation with 

parents and pupils where necessary.  

 

Once the pupil’s needs have been identified, an individual education plan is drawn up with the pupils, 

identifying targets which are shared with parents and reviewed in January. A learning profile (LP) is 

placed on the school’s electronic information system, this is available to teaching and support staff. 

The learning profile gives an outline of the difficulties pupils may encounter in the classroom and 

includes strategies for teachers to support the pupil in the classroom.  

 

Parents have the opportunity to discuss their child’s progress at parents’ evenings, of which there are 

one for each year group with an additional parents’ evening for pupils new to the school from all years. 

A full written report is produced in December and July with grade cards at each half term. Parents 

are also invited to contact the learning support department in person, by telephone and email at any 

time throughout the year to discuss the needs and progress of their children. All pupils are given an 

organiser to record homework which parents are encouraged to read and sign. The planner has a 

designated space each week for parents to write messages to the tutor.  

 

Learning support assessments are carried out at the end of the academic year. Monitoring of progress 

is carried out following the reports for those who are having learning support lessons and also for 

those whose progress is being monitored by the department.  

 
3. Arrangements for supporting children and young people in moving between phases of education 

and in preparing for adulthood.  

 

The Heads of Learning Support at Warminster Senior and Prep School meet regularly throughout the 

year to discuss the pupils and their needs. Parents are informed of the learning support available in 

the senior school and a transition session is held in the summer term.  The Head of Learning Support 

in the Senior School also meets with other prep school heads of learning support to discuss pupils 

with additional learning needs entering Warminster School. Relevant data is collected from these 

schools, disseminated appropriately and passed on as required when pupils are moving on into further 

and higher education.  

 

 

 



4. The approach to teaching children with additional learning needs.  

 

Pupils are offered individual or small group lessons tailored to their needs and an individual programme 

of study is put in place. Pupils are withdrawn from non-core subjects. This could be a modern foreign 

language if it is decided, after consultation with parents, pupils and teachers, this is the most 

appropriate subject for the pupil to be withdrawn from.  

 

5. How the School adapts the curriculum and learning environment for pupils with additional 

educational needs.  

 

All teachers support children with additional learning needs in class with the use of a differentiated 

teaching approach. Learning Support Assistants support pupils in the lower sets in the core subjects. 

Pupils with identified additional needs are assessed in Year 10 to ascertain the need for examination 

concessions.  

 

6. The expertise and training of staff to support children and young people with additional learning 

needs.  

 

The staff who work within the Learning Support Department are all suitably qualified and experienced. 

They attend a variety of courses and conferences throughout the year as well as visits to other schools 

and meetings to share information and resources with other teachers of pupils with additional needs. 

The Head of the Learning Support Department gives whole school in-service training as required and 

is available to give advice and guidance to teaching and support staff when requested. All new teaching 

and support staff are given an induction which includes information on pupils with specific learning 

difficulties.  

 

Yearly training is also given to invigilators for the provision of examination concessions.  

 

Parents are assisted with referrals for further assessments, if necessary, to educational psychologists, 

optometrists and speech and language specialists.  

 

7. Evaluating the effectiveness of the provision made for children and young.  

  

Regular meetings are held in the learning support department to discuss the progress of pupils both 

in their learning support lessons and in the main school generally. Effectiveness is measured through 

the assessments and reports of individual pupils as well as regular review of strategies and resources.  

 

8. How children with additional educational needs are enabled to engage in activities available with 

children and young people in the school who do not have SEN.  

 

The school has endeavoured to ensure that any reasonable adjustments required by pupils with 

additional educational needs are put in place, to enable them to participate in activities with all other 

children. This has included differentiated materials, small group support with a learning support 

assistant, the use of a computer, laptop or iPad, colour naming for colour blind pupils, text to speech 

software, subject word banks, tracking rulers, coloured overlays, easier access tools, adjustable floor 

and bench mounted equipment for DT, large squared paper in Mathematics, 3D shapes and an 

electronic reader.  

 

9. Support for improving emotional and social development.  

 

All pupils take part in the school’s Personal, Social and Health Education programme. This covers 

numerous pastoral or welfare issues including smoking, drugs, sex education etc. Pupils undertake 

PSHE within their tutor groups with the course content delivered not only by tutors but also by the 

School Nursing sister and outside agencies. New pupils are provided with a buddy to help them settle 

in the school.  



Some parts of the building are wheelchair accessible however some parts are restricted by its historic 

and listed status. There are parking bays for the disabled. The aim is to progressively introduce facilities 

for wheelchair users and hearing loops as the buildings are upgraded but many buildings are not 

suitable, and may be prevented, from introducing such improvements.  

Warminster School has a modern, fully staffed medical centre that is open during the school day so 

that qualified help can be summoned immediately. The school doctor holds two surgeries each week. 

The medical team is always happy to discuss any pupil’s health problems with parents as well as the 

management of any medical condition.  

 

All pupils and staff have confidential access to an independent counsellor. Contact details can be found 

in the pupil organiser.  

 

10. How the school involves other bodies, including health and social care bodies, local authority 

support services and voluntary sector organisations in meeting children and young people’s SEN and 

supporting their families.  

 

The school carries out observations or enables professionals to carry out observations as agreed with 

parents where necessary as part of an assessment process. Advice given by professionals is put into 

practice where possible. Any medication is overseen by the school nurse.  

 

The local Authority’s Local Offer can be accessed using the following website address:  

http://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/localoffer.htm  

 

11. Arrangements for handling complaints from parents of children with additional education needs 

about the provision made at the school.  

 

In the first instance concerns regarding a pupil should be directed to the tutor. Parents are encouraged 

to arrange to speak directly with the teachers in the department involved and hopefully most issues 

will be effectively and quickly resolved. Should the matter be unresolved parents should write to the 

Deputy Head setting out the grounds for their complaint. The Deputy or Headmaster will investigate 

and respond to parents within two weeks. The Headmaster is the final arbiter. 


