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Precautions for the Coronavirus

Dear Parents and Guardians,
 
I am writing to reassure you that the current outbreak of coronavirus in Hubei Province,
China, is being monitored closely by the School. Advice from the World Health
Organisation, Public Health England and other sources such as the Boarding Schools'
Association (BSA) is being followed in order to ensure that our response is proportionate
and up to date.
 
Public Health England's most recent advice on the coronavirus makes the following key
points:
 

There are currently no confirmed cases in the UK or of UK citizens abroad, and
the risk to the public is low. The government is monitoring the situation closely
and will continue to work with the World Health Organization (WHO) and
international community.
We have introduced advanced monitoring at airports with direct flights from
China.
China has also introduced port-of-exit screening so people already exhibiting
symptoms are not allowed to leave the country.
Based on current evidence, Wuhan novel coronavirus presents with flu-like
symptoms including a fever, a cough, or difficulty breathing. The current evidence
is that most cases appear to be mild. Those who have died in Wuhan appear to
have had pre-existing health conditions.

 
We have, however, been advised to ask parents and visitors, as a precautionary
measure, that if you have travelled from the Wuhan area in China recently, or have been
in close contact with someone in that area or with someone already exhibiting
symptoms, please would you not come to the School at this current time. NHS England
also recommend that if you have travelled to Wuhan City in the last 2 weeks and feel
unwell, call NHS 111 for advice and not to go straight to a doctor’s surgery or hospital.
 
Likewise, if you are unwell or are exhibiting any flu-like symptoms including a fever, a
cough, or difficulty breathing, we would be grateful if you would refrain from visiting the
School.  Thank you for your understanding.
 
We are aware that further restrictions on travel may be imposed by governments if the
virus spreads further. Such restrictions could particularly impact on our overseas pupils
with the half term holiday approaching and the Easter break only two months away.
 
The BSA advises parents, carers and guardians of any pupils proposing to travel to
China and Hong Kong over February to consider not travelling.
 
Regards
 
Huw Jones
Deputy Headmaster

Warminster School
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