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Dear Old Verlucian,

It has been just over a year now since we opened the 
Development and Alumni office. It has been quite a 
year and thank you to all of the OVs who have got back 
in touch and made it such a success. We now have a 
growing database thanks to the eternally energetic Stella 
Aldridge and the OV dinner in June with over 140 OVs 
present from different generations was a magnificent 
occasion. We were also touched by OV support for the 
Walking With The Wounded Gala Dinner in September 
memorably organised by Sixth Former Charlotte Brumby. 
Thank you to so many of the OVs who donated prizes for 
the auction. The event raised over £9,000. Honorary OV 
Mike Thompson continued the charity theme with his 
epic long distance cycle throughout the length of Britain 
in memory of friend and former Warminster colleague 
Dave Syrett. 

This year we hope to continue building the numbers 
of OVs that we are in contact with. We are also keen to 
expand upon the events that we are holding for OVs. 
The London drinks party held in late November was the 
first of its kind and was a brilliant evening. 60 OVs were 
present from different generations of the School and 
from a variety of careers. Hearing their memories and 
anecdotes of classmates and teachers from the past was 
wonderful. The one thing that linked them all was their 
fond memories of Warminster. We look forward now to 
our inaugural Bath drinks in the Spring.

We are also planning a number of sporting events. The 
hockey players were the first to kick this off (or push 
back as I should say) with mens’ and ladies’ matches 
against the School in January. Both matches saw the 
School and OVs competing for The Frost Cup for ladies 
and The McQueen Cup for men. Post-match “discussion” 
took place at a dinner in Boniface Hall. 

As you can see from the School News section, life remains 
busy with the highlight of the term being the production 
of Grease. It was a wonderful Warminster effort with 
plenty of talent on display and delivered with real energy 
and enjoyment!

I hope you enjoy reading the highlights of the term.

GRAEME MCQUEEN 
HEAD OF DEVELOPMENT & ALUMNI
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ON CAMPUS

MENTORING EVENING

Old Verlucian support for the mentoring 
programme, which is becoming a central part of 
sixth form provision is growing. The idea is that 
sixth formers benefit from talking to, and sharing 
plans and ideas with, the extended Warminster 
community. This term the evening consisted 
of a matrix of 1:1 interviews, group interviews 
and telephone interviews. Flying the flag for the 
OV community were former Head Girl, Tzuki 
Stewart OV08 and Mutamba McCormack OV84. 
Gillian Morris OV07 and Alex Beck OV10. and 
current prep school parent Matt Logan OV94 were 
also keen to support. With them, they brought 
expertise from the worlds of commerce, translation 
physiotherapy and engineering to the event and 
the sixth formers that they interviewed were very 
grateful for the tips and insights into the world of 
work. Thank you for your support and we hope to 
see you at future events.

Any OVs who would like to participate,  
please do get in touch with Stella Aldridge.

WELCOME BACK

As always it has been a pleasure to welcome many 
OVs back this term. Clare Pratt OV89 former Head 
Girl and now a successful local business woman 
joined me for lunch in September. Clare was part 
of the Emberson ‘dynasty’ who attended the School. 
Her brothers, Anthony and Chris and sister Davinia 
are also successful local business people. Her parents 
Richard and Patricia still live in the family home 
which borders Cold Harbour.

It was great to catch up with Tara Roscoe and Sarah 
Whines, both OV91, who suffered from my attempts 
at golf coaching in the late 1980s, and former HMC 
scholar Olga Galona OV13. Olga helped out when the 
School was visited by a Ukrainian TV crew who were 
on a fact finding mission about British education. 
It was also good to see John Woolsey and William 
Temple-Davies OV67. Former Lord Weymouth boys, 
they are taking a special interest in the renaissance 
of the game of Fives here. Finally, the award for the 
furthest travelled visitor this term goes to Clifton 
Springer OV75 and his wife who were visiting from 
Shanghai. Despite leaving the School over forty years 
ago, Clifton had lost none of his love of the school and 
his interest in its future.

It was great to see you all!



Warminster School

3

OVS SUPPORT WORTHY CAUSE...

One of the highlights of the term was undoubtedly the 
Walking With the Wounded Gala dinner, organised 
by Sixth Former Charlotte Brumby. It was great to see 
OVs becoming involved in school life and giving so 
generously to this project. Steve Atkins OV86 who 
is Head of Media at Chelsea FC, donated a signed 
football and local OV, Kat Lund OV09 who works at 
Homewood Hotel and Spa presented a dinner for two. 
Olivia Cambridge–King OV10, who works at Bath 
racecourse, made it possible for four people to have 
a day’s racing! Thanks to all those others who made 
cash donations to Charlotte’s fund!

Andy Wing OV78 attended the evening and kindly 
donated the evening’s ‘item of interest’ for the silent 
auction - a rare framed Falklands surrender Telex.

Making the donation he said, “I am aware that a 
number of Lord Weymouth/Warminster School lads 
ended up ‘Down South’ in 1982. I used to look at the 
names on the stained glass window in the Minster 
Church and reflect that I had been educated in the same 
rooms as the men who had made the ultimate sacrifice 
in both World Wars. This was not lost on me; hence I 
was delighted to help facilitate funds for Walking with 
The Wounded by donating an item for the  
silent auction.”

He also commented, “I must congratulate Charlotte on 
a truly magnificent event. It was both an honour and 
privilege to attend. I thoroughly enjoyed myself, the 
Army Wives Choir, School musicians, the DJ, and the 
catering were all top quality.”
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SCHOOL NEWS

YOU’RE THE ONE THAT I WANT!

Mr Robertson reviewed our recent production.

Warminster School’s production of Grease was 
definitely ‘the one that I wanted’ at the Athenaeum. 
What a production! The spirit of the 1950s was 
wonderfully brought to life in this lively show. There 
was not a weak moment, from the cast bursting forth 
from the back of the stage singing the title song to the 
bouncing excitement of You’re the One That I Want.

The cast were absolutely top notch. Ben Stone and 
Emma Aspray as Danny and Sandy carried off their 
American accents with aplomb. Their singing was 
also very strong. Ben’s solo in Sandy showed great 
confidence and Emma’s Hopelessly Devoted to You 
was brilliantly heartbreaking. However, they did not 
overshadow the rest of the cast. The Pink Ladies all 
had their moments in the spotlight and never failed 
to deliver. Maisie Fogg as Rizzo brought exactly 
the right attitude to the role and backed it up with 
a tremendous voice. Her rendition of There Are 
Worse Things I Could Do was spine-tingling. Rebecca 
Pearson’s Marty also showed a maturity that belied 
her years. Millie Eden-Hamilton’s Jan brought 
humour to the group, grabbing everyone’s coleslaw 
in the opening scene and then singing a wonderful 
harmony with Rebecca on Freddy My Love. However, 
I had an especially soft spot for Phoebe Bolton who 
was a great Frenchie. Her desire to be a beautician 
was both great comedy and a sad failure as well, as 
we learned when Tom Taylor marvelously serenaded 
the Beauty School Dropout whilst the chorus danced 
around in angelic costumes with curlers in their 
hair. Freya Smye as Patty and Alice Robinson, as an 
attention-grabbing Cha-Cha, also deserve a mention, 

showing off the wealth of talent that Warminster has 
to offer.

The boys were not to be left behind. Alex Maclaren 
and Alfie Dackombe were wonderfully humorous as 
leather jacketed gang members, especially on Those 
Magic Changes, ably backed up by Mark Antrobus, 
making a confident debut in a school production. Ben 
Pearson was suitably geeky as Eugene. I was hugely 
impressed by Rory Lomas as Kenickie who combined 
attitude and confidence to great effect. His spirited 
romp through Greased Lightning (complete with a 
sleek looking car) brought the audience to their feet.

Of the other roles, Elspeth Todd caused much mirth 
as Miss Lynch, the teacher who ‘rocks out’ when 
she believes no-one is watching and Lewis Tarplee, 
showed great confidence when serenading the cast 
with Born to Hand-Jive. The chorus were strong, 
bringing exuberance to all the great dance numbers.

This was a very ambitious show that was ably 
coordinated by the Drama and Music departments. 
Much credit must go to Emily Harris and Catherine 
Simons who directed and choreographed the show, 
and Caroline Robinson and Gareth Williams who 
brought the music to life.

Thanks, as ever, must go the endless staff and pupils 
who worked behind the scenes, giving up their time 
to help coordinate the show, as well as the staff of 
the Athenaeum. I look forward to seeing next year’s 
production. It will need to go a long way to show  
more energy than this!
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SCHOOL NEWS

FREEDOM FIGHTER TELLS HIS STORY 

A packed Thomas Arnold Hall was enthralled by the 
stories of Mr Chris Lubbe, a former body guard of the 
legendary South African President Nelson Mandela.

After Nelson Mandela’s release from prison in 1990 
and after a chance meeting, Chris was handpicked to 
be one of his 24 bodyguards. For the next 8 years, the 
then freedom fighter was in the shadow of Mandela 
until his retirement in 1998.

As well as his body guarding duties, Chris also became 
involved in South African politics at a high level 
including discussions on the first democratic elections 
in the post-apartheid regime and the new constitution, 
thus helping to shape the country as it is now.

Chris entertained the audience with many anecdotes 
of the world leaders and celebrities that he met in 
his time with Mandela. He recalled how Fidel Castro 
liked to be called “comrade”, how he sang a duet with 
Michael Jackson and how informal the relationship 
was between Her Majesty the Queen and Mandela. He 
also told the audience of his two dances with Princess 
Diana and the fatherly advice and finger waving by 
Mandela who reminded Chris of the protocol of  
such meetings!

In relaying the horrors of Apartheid, Chris explained 
how he became a freedom fighter and the personal 
impact of the regime on himself and his family. The 
turning point in his life happened when he was just 
8 years old when his mother took ill on a bus, was 
roughly handled by two policemen and was left for 

dead in the streets. The lack of care by the heavily 
politicised health service meant that she was left  
in a coma and only hours from death.

As early as 14 years of age, Chris was tortured by the 
police and became an active freedom fighter from 
then on. He had several near death encounters with 
the South African authorities including a year of 
incarceration and torture in a tough jail.

Remarkably, and with the inspiration of Mandela, 
he eventually learned to reconcile himself with his 
former enemies and most crucially to forgive those 
who had beaten him. Today he is a godfather to the 
children of a white policeman who tortured him.

The power of this message, the charisma and 
unassuming nature of this man who had been  
through so much, captivated the hall and many  
senior pupils crowded around Chris at the end  
of his talk, eager for more.

In his last days of employment with Mandela, Chris 
asked for advice from the great man. “Tell your story 
Chris”, he said.

Graeme McQueen, organiser of the TA Lecture series 
said “Warminster School and members of the local 
community were privileged to benefit from this rare 
insight into history and to dwell on the eternal themes 
of courage, truth and reconciliation. Chris Lubbe is  
an inspiration to us all.”
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HOCKEY PLAYERS EXCEL! 

It has been a pleasure to see the developing profile  
of Warminster sport under Headmaster Mark 
Mortimer. This terms credit goes once again to  
our hockey players, coached and mentored by  
the energetic Head of Hockey Jeremy Evans. 

It has just been announced that 34 boys and girls  
from 11-16 years of age have been selected by 
Wiltshire Hockey. Particular praise goes to David 
Aspray, Robbie MacLean, Ed Vickery and Charlie 
Hartwell who have been selected to attend the 
England Performance Centre. Congratulations!  
The question is, can the OVs compete with the  
School in January?
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OLD VERLUCIAN SANDHURST SUCCESS 

Officer Cadet Ashley McMahon OV12 shares 
his recent success and looks back at his time at 
Warminster.

“I left Warminster School just over four years ago,  
but not just with GCSEs and A-Levels.

I’ve drawn on many lessons gained during my time at 
Warminster and didn’t realise how much I would value 
them or that they’d come to be tested when I left for 
South Wales to study and pursue my lifelong career 
ambition to become a British Army Officer.

Warminster School has a strong co-curricular culture 
aimed at preparing pupils for the real world and the 
amount of soft and transferable skills I learnt were truly 
invaluable. As I finished University, I found myself fully 
prepared and immersed into all that the Army culture 
has to offer and ready to undertake the arduous Army 
Officer Selection Board.

I attended the board in November 2016. Now, as I 
look back at it all, it’s an extremely tough process; 
and a long one at that. For me, it all came down to 
the four-day final selection Main Board. It consisted 
of many different interviews, tests, essays, discussion 
groups, fitness tests, psychiatric tests and practical 
assessments. For most of it I felt at ease, especially 
when I was asked to talk about my proudest 
achievements to date. With so many of them happening 
at Warminster it was easy to call upon events and 
situations. I even found myself bumping into two former 
Warminster chefs during the process, who were going 
to be catering for me the entire week. We immediately 
recognised each other on day one, and catching up 
really put me at ease. It just goes to prove that it’s not 
just the teaching staff at Warminster who have genuine 
care for their pupils.
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Results came out as I was Face timing my family. As the 
letter came through the door I was able to share this 
nerve-wracking moment. I remember opening the letter 
and reading the first line, shaking my head slowly. “He’s 
got it” said my father, and sure enough, I had. I passed 
and received an invitation to attend the prestigious 
Royal Military Academy Sandhurst to progress as an 
Army Officer.

If passing the board was about luck, then I certainly put 
it down to all those at Warminster School who wished 
me well. I’ve had many fellow pupils, OVs and just as 
many members of staff wish me well in my endeavour. 
I want to thank them all individually and looks like I 
may actually get to do that with all these fantastic Old 
Verlucian events coming up!

For all those thinking about a career in the British 
Army, I wish you the very best of luck.  If you’re 
coming from Warminster School, you are in good 
hands and will be fully prepared. Take everything on 
board you can during your school days and seize every 
opportunity you are offered at Warminster. “Serve to 
lead.”

Graeme McQueen, Head of Development and Alumni 
was clearly delighted, “This achievement is very well-
deserved. Ashley threw himself into all school life had to 
offer at Warminster and this was clearly very beneficial 
to his character development. He emerged as a reliable, 
engaging young man with outstanding leadership skills 
and it is no surprise to us that the Army saw these and 
other qualities in him. We look forward to hearing 
about his time at Sandhurst and to catching up with 
him at Old Verlucian events.”
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SPOTLIGHT ON

MIKE THOMSON HONORARY OV  
– A RIDE TO REMEMBER 

“If telling my story can help someone else who’s going 
through the same thing, then that’s fine.” These were 
Dave Syrett’s words as we sat in his garden, on a June 
afternoon, reminiscing about the players we had 
coached and the memories we had shared. Dave had 
joined the coaching staff at Warminster in the 80s 
after a successful career as a professional footballer.

Those thoughts typified the way Dave lived. How can 
I help others? How can I make things better? What’s 
the best I can do? An inspirational and remarkable 
man, he loved life and faced the news of his terminal 
illness from a brain tumour with courage, dignity 
and humility. My challenge had to be big enough to 
match his stature. And so, that afternoon, My Big Ride 
for Dave was born, a solo ride from Land’s End to 
John O’Groats, to raise money for The Brain Tumour 
Charity and the Lewis Moody Foundation.
Just two months after Dave passed away, I was leaving 
home, a little nervous, for the start of this iconic 
challenge. I had ridden the distance from Land’s End 
to John o’ Groats three times in training but trying to 
complete it in 5 days might be a step too far.

I left Land’s End on a breezy, October, Monday 
morning and, when the light faded, I climbed off 
my bike in Bridgwater, having covered 165 miles, 
climbing over 10,000 ft. and burning 10,000 calories. 
Much of the stage, along the A30, was ridden on pure 
adrenalin and fear. The traffic roared past me at over 
70mph and was a little intimidating so I was grateful 

for a 25-mile diversion and the remoteness of  
Bodmin moor.

By Tuesday, my ride was generating interest on 
social media and the support from so many OVs was 
inspiring. Unfortunately, I was having my worst day, 
being plagued with stomach problems, owing to too 
many energy gels on day one followed by a massive 
landslide which closed the road at Tintern Abbey. 
However, after 124 miles I finished the day in Ludlow.

The following day I had recovered and, on a diet of 
chicken sandwiches, salted nuts, bananas, tea and 
fruit cake, I covered 142 miles, pedalling through 
Shrewsbury, Warrington, Wigan, and Preston before 
finishing day three in Lancaster. I was on high alert 
all day as cars and lorries loomed at me from every 
direction but I discovered that I still had some fast 
twitch muscles which came to my rescue at  
major intersections

Day four meant 140 miles, into a cold north easterly, 
over Shap, through Penrith and Carlisle and the long, 
but beautiful, climbs to Hawick and Selkirk. Sadly, 
finishing in Galashiels, in the dark, over 300 miles 
from my final destination, a sixth day  
became inevitable.
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Setting out for Edinburgh and the Forth Road Bridge 
on a cold and misty Friday morning, I discovered the 
bridge bathed in spectacular sunshine. Then came 
the news that an OV would be waiting to meet me 
north of Perth. I wasn’t sure who but was amazed and 
delighted to see Natalie Christie, OV96, with her baby 
daughter and husband. It was a very special moment 
and took me back to my school days with Dave who 
had coached Natalie’s brother, Andrew, in the Junior 
Colts team. It was perfect.

My final day began high in the Cairngorms, at 6am. 
It was minus 2 degrees, 182 miles from the finish and 
I was £1000 short of my £5000 target. Would I make 
it? Spurred on by messages of support and donations 
(many of them from OVs), I somehow managed to inch 
my way northwards, through Inverness and along 
the rugged coastline to Brora and Wick. Finally, at 
8.30pm, I rolled into John o’ Groats in the darkness, 
my journey’s end.

The following morning, I returned to the famous 
milepost to be greeted by sunshine, a shower and 
a rainbow. A message from Dave? It had been 
something of a spiritual journey which had brought 
out the essential goodness and kindness in many 
people - qualities enshrined in Dave.

If you’ve donated a special thank you. 
If you haven’t, you can still donate by visiting  
www.justgiving.com/mybigridefordave
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LONDON CALLING! 

The Village East Brasserie was the venue for the 
first London drinks event for OVs in many years. 
OVs from 1953 to 2015 were present and revelled 
in each other’s’ company. Special mention must go 
to Margarethe Steffens OV08 and Alex Alun–Jones 
OV13 who had travelled from Munich and Melbourne 
respectively especially to attend! This will be an 
annual event held in late November so clear your 
diaries for 2017!
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We look forward to the next OV 
event which will  be a drinks evening 

in Bath on Friday 10 March.  
Please confirm your interest via  

saldridge@warminsterschool.org.uk
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ALL THE WAY TO TOKYO! 

It looks like we may have to start a competition for 
distance travelled by the new OV tie after Michael 
Whale OV56, a retired London Chartered Surveyor 
and a qualified pilot, took fellow classmates Takashi 
Mori and Masaru Makimura OV ties as gifts on a 
recent trip to Japan. One of the ‘McDonald boys’, 
Michael was at school during the Headship of the 
iconic Ian McDonald who was Headmaster from 1940- 
1958. Michael has been a great supporter of the school 
in the time that he has been reconnected with us and 
recently donated money to the 1707 Bursary fund. 

Michael currently holds the record at 5,936 miles.  
The challenge has been laid down!
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OPERATION CHRISTMAS SOCKS 

The musical ability of OVs Liam Howlett and Elena 
Ramona both OV08 was much appreciated as the 
School produced the music for its first ever Christmas 
video in Guildford on a cold and frosty November 
morning. Liam and Elena performed in and produced 
the music for the video which starred the talented duo 
of English teacher Susie Parrack and Year 8 pupil Lily 
Aldridge. We now have our own version of Mariah 
Carey’s classic ‘All I want for Christmas’!
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MAN OF LA MANCHA

Having recently graduated from Cardiff University 
with a 1st class Bachelors degree in music, Chris 
Stone OV12 is launching his new amateur theatre 
group, Quixotic Productions, with an upcoming 
inaugural production of the 1965 Don Quixote-
inspired musical, Man of La Mancha. As the project’s 
lead producer and director, Chris is hoping to provide 
the opportunity for young individuals based in Cardiff 
with a passion for all aspects of stagecraft to devise a 
professional-standard production from the ground up.

Opening next June at The Gate Arts Centre, Cardiff, 
the show also features recent OV Lewis Tomlinson 
OV16, now a current undergraduate music student 
at Cardiff, as a member of the cast. Both Chris and 
Lewis were consistently involved in music and drama 
related activities during their time at Warminster.

The project is being funded through a combination 
of commercial sponsorships and an online 
crowdfunding campaign. Any ‘theatre angels’ among 
the Old Verlucian community are more than welcome 
to contribute micro-donations of as little as £5 at 
https://igg.me/at/cardifflamancha , in exchange for 
a range of perks and incentives. Alternatively, any 
businesses interested in receiving a sponsorship 
packages brochure from Quixotic Productions can 
email cardiffmolm@outlook.com to find out more. All 
contributions, large or small, are greatly appreciated!

Follow the show’s progress at: 
www.facebook.com/cardiffmolm
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