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Introduction: Aims of the Curriculum at Warminster Senior School 

 

Warminster Senior School aims to provide an excellent but not exclusive academic education to boys 

and girls aged from eleven to eighteen years and varying also across a relatively broad ability range – a 

characteristic which we celebrate.  

 
In the delivery of our curriculum, we aim to give pupils experience in linguistic, mathematical, scientific, 

technological, human and social, physical, and aesthetic and creative education.  

 

Well planned and resourced programmes of study help pupils acquire speaking, listening, literacy and 

numeracy skills. The subject matter taught is carefully selected to ensure that it is appropriate for the ages 

and aptitudes of the pupils, including those who have special educational needs or who are Gifted and 

Talented. Through careful review and assessment, teachers aim to ensure all pupils have the opportunity 

to learn and make progress.  

 

Personal, social and health education is provided which reflects the school’s aims and ethos. 

Careers guidance is given and during their time at school, pupils are prepared for the opportunities, 

responsibilities and experiences of adult life.  

 

The policy outlined below is intended as a statement of general policy together with an indication of 

how the programme is adjusted to suit different academic needs. It is not possible to outline the many 

variations on the general policy except to say that the School would place the individual needs of a pupil 

above the norms of the cohort. 

 

In addition, we aim to help pupils learn to enjoy each other’s company, to lead committed and active lives 

and to benefit from a broad and outward-looking school experience within a culture which welcomes and 

celebrates participation. Pupils are encouraged to rejoice in their own and each other’s achievements and 

to develop a range of skills which will enrich their lives and equip them for life beyond school. 

 

To complement what is provided by the timetabled curriculum, Warminster Senior School acknowledges 

the value of extra-curricular subject-based activities and cross- curricular initiatives to enhance the 

learning and development of its pupils. To this end, subject-based trips are encouraged. Specific events 

are organised throughout the year to encourage cross-curricular working. 

 

Warminster Senior School aims to develop the independent learning skills of its pupils and expects them 

regularly and diligently to complete tasks set by their teachers as prep. A formal prep timetable is 

published for Key Stages 3 and 4. Please refer to the Prep Policy for more details. 
 
 



 

 
Specific Policies 

 
Key Stage 3 
The Key Stage 3 curriculum is intended to be very broad-based and offers pupils the opportunity to 

experience as wide a range of academic disciplines as possible. All Key Stage   3 pupils receive formal tuition 

in the core subjects plus Design Technology (Resistant Materials and Electronics), creative arts (Art, Drama 

and Music), humanities (History, Geography and Religious Studies), Computing and sport. 

 

 Sciences are taught as individual subjects throughout the school. 

 All pupils from Year 8 and above are offered a second language (Spanish) in addition to French, 

however, Year 7 pupils have Spanish and German taster lessons. 

 Every pupil follows a PSHE programme. 
 
 
Setting Policy:  Throughout Key Stage 3, Maths, Science and Modern Foreign Languages set pupils 

independently into specific ability groups.   English selects an “Honours Set” of the most able students 

with the remainder being taught as mixed ability groups, unless the cohort requires greater support at the 

lower end. Initially selection data is taken from entrance tests; subsequently data is updated from internal 

assessment. 

 

At the end of Key Stage 3 all pupils receive career guidance to help them make sensible option choices 

at Key Stage 4. 
 
 
Key Stage 4 
Key Stage 4 pupils are able, through the choice of Options, to begin to focus their study on areas of 

strength and interest. Warminster Senior School feels strongly that the core subjects, including a Modern 

Foreign Language, should form the foundation of study at Key Stage 4. Therefore, Key Stage 4 pupils will 

normally follow a programme to include the core subjects (English, Maths, Science and MFL) and three 

additional options. 
 

Consequently most pupils sit 9 GCSEs. The most academic pupils will sit 11 GCSEs, whereas the weaker 

pupils, particularly those needing Learning Support or EAL teaching, may sit only 5 or 6 GCSEs. The 

overall aim is to allow every pupil to achieve the government benchmark of 5 A*-C grades at GCSE. 

 

They will follow a full games programme and will study for the European Computer Driving Licence. 

 Pupils have a choice of MFL at GCSE and may study two MFL subjects if they choose. 

 All pupils are prepared for the IGCSE English Language course and the majority are also prepared for 

the English Literature IGCSE course.  

 The top Science sets have the opportunity to prepare for the Edexcel linear IGCSE course, either as 

separate sciences or as a dual award. 

 All other Year 10 pupils will sit GCSE Science and GCSE Additional Science or GCSE Applied Science 

depending on their ability.  

 Every pupil follows a PSHE programme. 

 

Accelerated GCSE Program (AGP): We have a number of pupils join the school in Y11 to follow an AGP 

course. This involves the pupils being integrated as much as possible with our existing Y11 pupils and 

following an intensive one year IGCSE program in: Maths, Science (Double Award), English, History as well 

as taking an IGCSE in their own language. Following successful completion of this one year course the pupils 

then go on to study the IB Diploma or A Levels.  

  

Setting Policy: Throughout Key Stage 4, Maths, Science, English and MFL set pupils independently into 

specific ability groups. Initially selection data is taken from entrance tests; subsequently data is updated 

from internal assessment. The remaining subjects are taught in mixed ability groups. 

Examination Policy: Warminster Senior School expects all pupils to work to the best of their ability and will 



 

 

support their examination entries even in the knowledge that the student may not achieve a C grade. 

However, if a student is wilfully refusing to follow the   programme of work set by his/her teacher (for 

example failing to complete coursework), the School reserves the right to refuse to allow that pupil to enter 

one or more examinations or may require the pupil to repeat Year 10. 
 

Towards the end of Key Stage 4 all pupils receive career guidance to help them make sensible option choices 

at Key Stage 5. 
 
 
Key Stage 5 
The  general  entrance  criterion  for  the  Sixth  Form  is  five  GCSEs  at  grade  C  or  better. However, 

this criterion may be waived in the case of a committed but academically weak pupil as long as a suitable 

A Level programme can be arranged which offers the pupil a real chance of success. 

 

Pupils  who  follow  the  traditional  route  of  A  Levels  are,  at  this  stage,  able  to  have  free choice  over  

the  subjects  that  they  study.  However, Warminster Senior  School encourages  breadth  in  accordance  

with  the  original  intentions  of  Curriculum  2000.  With the A Level reforms taking place over a three 

year period, pupils are advised on a one-to-one basis as to how many subjects they should study.  The 

more able can study four subjects with those needing more support just three. 

 

The Extended Project Qualification  (EPQ) began as a pilot scheme in September 2008 and this is now an 

expectation  for  all  A  Level  students. Students taking the EPQ are eligible to enrol on the AQA Bacc and 

gain additional UCAS points for accredited academic and extra curricular achievement. 
 

Pupils who follow the IB programme are required to fulfil the criteria for the programme in accordance 

with the regulations of the IBO. Please refer to the Sixth Form Prospectus for details of the IB Diploma. 

 

Warminster School Sixth Form actively seeks to integrate pupils on both programmes and feels strongly 

that both programmes have equal merit. Pupils are encouraged to follow the programme best suited to 

their academic strengths. 
 
 
All Sixth Form teaching is done in mixed ability groups. 
 

Examination Policy: As with KS4 exams, Warminster Senior School expects all pupils to work to the 

best of their ability and will support their examination entries at AS even in the knowledge that the 

student is unlikely to pass.  Progression to the A2 is dependent on the pupil achieving a pass at 

AS, although this requirement may be waived if a pupil shows sufficient potential and 

commitment to their studies.  If the latter pupils fail to demonstrate sufficient progress in 

their A2 mock exams in January, they will not be allowed to progress to A2 but are allowed 

to take the AS exam. Pupils who fail to pass sufficient AS exams to merit progression to the U6th will 

be offered a programme to repeat the L6th year. 

 

During Key Stage 5 all pupils receive career guidance to help them make sensible choices for Higher 

Education.  Please refer to the Careers Handbook. 
 
Additional Curriculum Issues: 

 
 
STUDENT MONITORING AND SUPPORT 
Pupils undertake MidYIS assessment in Year 7.  They additionally take Yellis assessment in Year 10 and 

Alis in Year 12.  The results of these tests are loaded onto the school computer system and staff are 

asked to monitor the pupil’s progress against the MidYIS/Yellis/Alis expectation in the first instance. 
 
Overall academic performance is monitored by: 

 

 The subject teacher 



 

 

 The Head of Department for each subject 

 The Tutor 

 The Head of School (Lower, Middle and Sixth Form) 

 The Deputy Head (Academic) 

 

The Head of School provides the Deputy Head (Academic)  with a regular profile of the year/s and 

will highlight academic concerns raised by any of the persons listed above. 

 

Sanctions to improve working include lunchtime clinics, lunchtime detentions, re-sitting of  tests, after 

school detentions and Saturday morning ‘catch-up’ sessions. Parents are informed if any of the above 

sanctions (excluding clinics unless the pupil refuses to attend) need to be applied. 
 
 
CURRICULUM ENRICHMENT DAY 

 

The Senior School organises an annual Curriculum Enrichment Day in the Autumn Term. The whole 

school is taken off timetable for the day to undertake the project. Additionally a number of Tutor Periods 

are set aside prior to the event to enable planning for the project to take place. The aims of the day are: 

 

 To promote the skills of collaborative team working by presenting the team with a challenging 

project requiring considerable leadership, planning and cross-year collaboration. 

 To provide real leadership opportunities to Sixth Form students in particular. 

 To develop cross-curricular awareness with a particular focus on the international element to 

support our status as an International School. 

 To develop independent research skills. 

 To develop presentation skills and to enhance ICT skills. 

 To strengthen House allegiance and teamwork between years. 
 
 
The project changes each year but the nature of the project is designed to: 

 

 Meet the aims of the day as outlined above. 

 Address an international theme across a variety of disciplines. 

 Require factual research, with the collation and presentation of measurable and accessible data or 

information. 

 Be accessible across the whole age range. 

 Be inclusive of minority groups. 

 Allow creativity. 

 Have clearly measurable outcomes to enable the final presentations to be judged fairly against 

agreed criteria. 
 

The project is designed to be entirely student led with staff acting only as facilitators and evaluators. 
 
 
LEARNING SUPPORT 
The School has a dedicated Learning Support Department which provides individualised instruction to 

address specific needs of students in the Senior School. The Department is designed to support students 

with a range of Learning Difficulties.  A limited amount of in-class support is provided by Teaching 

Assistants. Please refer to the Special Needs Policy and the Learning Support Department Handbook. 
 

Students are screened on entry to try and identify any previously undiagnosed learning difficulties. Staff 

are encouraged to raise concerns with the SENCO if they have any suspicions of unidentified learning 

need at any stage of a student’s career. 

 
 
 



 

 
ENGLISH AS AN ADDITIONAL LANGUAGE (EAL) 
Foreign students are accepted into the School on the understanding that they must follow a  programme 

of structured EAL teaching according to their need as identified by the School. 
 

Key Stage 4 EAL students are encouraged to sit IGCSE English Language if they are sufficiently proficient. 

Some may opt instead to sit the IGCSE English as a Second Language paper. Only a small minority of EAL 

students take a European MFL. 
 

The School endeavours to provide programmes for EAL students which will maximise their success at 

GCSE, for example GCSE Business Studies. 
 
 
EAL students are prepared for the IELTS examinations. 

  
 Please see the EAL Policy for further information. 
 
 
CAREERS GUIDANCE POLICY 
As the range of options available to students at each stage increases, the choices they are required to 

make become increasingly complex. A structured programme is in place to assist students to make these 

difficult decisions and to support their university application in due course. 

 

Please refer to the Careers Handbook for detailed information about the careers support provided 

throughout the School. 
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