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Music Scholarship Information 

 

Warminster School Music Department is a vibrant, energetic and incredibly popular area of the School.  

It is privileged to work with talented pupils and professional staff, who together produce performances 

of an extremely high standard. 

A large proportion of the pupils receive instrumental and vocal lessons taught by a highly qualified, 

energetic and enthusiastic team of visiting teachers each week. Lessons take place during the school day. 

Tuition is available in Strings, Brass, Wind (including Oboe), Percussion, Vocals, Guitar, Piano (including 

Jazz piano). Supervised practise sessions are available for both boarders and day pupils most evenings of 

the week in the music department.  

Enthusing and inspiring our pupils through music, multiple performances range from regular Lunchtime 

Soloist Concerts to our flagship event: Cabaret. In collaboration with the Drama Department, pupils are 

exposed to the full spectacle of the stage experience with professional costumes, lighting, sound and a 

pro-band. Taking place in a local theatre, recent shows include Beauty & the Beast (2010), Phantom of 

the Opera (2012) and Anything Goes (2014). The music department also enjoys strong links with Aiglon 

College in Switzerland where various collaborations are in their early stages.  

Music lies at the heart of the school with an incredibly busy and lively programme available every day of 

the week. The Thomas Arnold Hall, complete with state of the art lighting and sound, is utilised as a 

Concert Hall for a wide range of concerts both professional and pupil-led.  The music department is 

currently in a period of development with many exciting additions planned to extend and improve the 

provision available, including updated music technology facilities. Trips, practical music making and 

composing skills lie at the centre of learning. Both performance spaces boast new Yamaha Grand Pianos 

and the schools’ most recent addition is a Harpsichord. There is a full programme of extracurricular 

groups and activities, including a concert band, two choirs, jazz band, ukulele orchestra, brass ensemble, 

String Quartet, string ensemble and drum corps.  

Music scholars are expected to join in as many of the School’s musical activities as possible during their 

time at Warminster School, including those that take place at weekends and weekday evenings.  It is the 

School’s normal expectation that scholars learn at least one instrument in School rather than 

outside.  Parents are asked to discuss any potential clashes with musical commitments outside School, 

and any concerns about instrumental teaching requirements, with the Director of Music in advance of 

the scholarship auditions. 

 

The approximate levels of expectation for Music Scholarships are indicated below.  The School is, 

however, looking for future potential rather than current achievement, and will take previous musical 
opportunities into account when assessing a candidate, so that those with few or no formal qualifications 

should not feel automatically excluded. 



 

Two types of music award are offered at Warminster School: 

 

Music Scholarship 

A fee-based award for candidates who are judged to have reached Scholarship standard. 

 

Music Exhibition 

A minor award giving free instrumental tuition in one instrument, as advised by the Director of Music 

and can be offered to candidates judged close to Scholarship standard. 

 

Entry into Year 7 

Candidates will be expected to have reached the standard (though not necessarily to have sat the 

examination) of Grade 4 in their first instrument.   

 

2 contrasting pieces will be expected (on one or more instruments/voice) and there will be aural and 

sight-reading tests.   

 

Entry into Year 9 

Candidates will be expected to have reached the standard (though not necessarily to have sat the 

examination) of Grade 5. 

 

2 contrasting pieces will be expected (on one or more instruments/voice) and there will be aural and 

sight-reading tests.   

 

Entry into Sixth Form 

At Sixth Form level candidates for a Music Scholarship will expected to have reached the standard 

(though not necessarily to have sat the examination) of Grade 7. 

 

2 contrasting pieces will be expected (on one or more instruments/voice) and there will be aural and 

sight-reading tests.   

 

The Music Department very much looks forward to meeting you on the day, but if you have any 
questions beforehand, please do not hesitate to contact the Director of Music. 
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